
How to prepare a poster board presentation? 
This presentation offer suggestions on how to create a poster board as 

well as provides twelve poster examples from past Honors Conferences. 
Please work closely with your professors as you develop your 

research/poster projects.

Tri-fold poster boards are supplied by the Honors Program and are 
available at two locations: Bedford: Commonwealth Honors Office, 
Building 9-107, or Lowell City Campus: 5th Floor, Admin Assist Area.

Commonwealth Honors Program 
Middlesex Community College



The title reflects the purpose (thesis/research question) of your project and should 
inform the viewer of what will be learned from your poster presentation.  Here are 
some title examples:

The Influence of Buddhism on Central Asian Art 

The Development of Memory in Individuals with Downs-Syndrome

The Music and Culture of Byzantium

The Amazon Rainforest: Nature’s Pharmacy

The Cultural Legacy of Asoka: a Buddhist Convert

Applications of the Derivative: The Maximum and Minimum

POSTER TITLE



What to put on the poster panels?

Use images and text that support or explain your thesis/question on each panel of 
the tri-fold poster. The images and text boxes must illustrate your theme as well as 
capture the attention of viewers. Do not overwhelm the poster with text or image 

boxes, but strive to create a visually inviting presentation with the objective of 
explaining your research project as well as attracting people to visit your poster. 

When someone arrives at your poster, it is your job to engage the viewer with a 
lively presentation where you explain the poster and offer information and answer 

questions in no more than a five minute presentation.

The Tri -fold Poster 



In a lively manner, explain/describe the following as part of your five minute oral 
presentation. It is best to rehearse this aloud before the April Conference. 

• What is your thesis or research question?
• Why did you select the topic?
• What did you learn?
• What sources were used to do the research?
• What conclusions did you reach?
• What is the overall significance of your project?
• Ask the viewer(s) if they have any questions?

What should you say to the viewer?



List your sources on the lower right hand corner of the poster board so that 
everyone can see where you collected your information. Please use the proper 
documentation format relevant to the academic discipline of your research 
project.  

DOCUMENTATION



Proof Reading ~ The Look of the Poster Board

All the carefully selected images, important text explanations, quality source 
materials, and excellent oral presentations will not be impressive if you have 

misspellings, improper grammar/syntax, or crudely prepared materials on your 
poster.  Any of these errors will make your poster look sloppy, so please be sure to 
proof read and offer a quality finished product that you and your professors will 

be proud to display.  Thank you!



Criteria – Rubric – for Evaluating Poster Boards

1. Clarity of thesis statement/research question: did it inform the viewer 
about the purpose of the poster board?

2. Visual presentation of the poster: did the selection and quality of 
images capture the attention of the viewer and help contextualize -
explain the thesis/research question?

3. Documentation and use of sources: was it clear from the poster board
that you used a variety of sources to support your research project?

4. Oral presentation: was it well rehearsed and did it include an    
explanation of the thesis, the key points that support your project’s 
theme, and a brief review of your conclusion?



What follows are some examples from previous 
Honors Poster Conferences. For more examples, 

please review slide shows of previous conferences 
available at this website.




































	Structure Bookmarks

