
The PACCT Initiative at Middlesex Promoting
Student Success and Completion
MCC has made great strides in improving the persistence and
retention of our students, and we are now shifting our focus to
ensuring that all students complete their desired degree or
credential.  To that end, MCC has embarked on an ambitious
project designed to promote student success and completion. 
Pathways to Achievement, Completion, Career and Transfer
(PACCT) is a Massachusetts Performance Incentive Grant-
funded project that is based on the Complete College America
GPS (Guided Pathways to Success) model.  PACCT will
provide students with a clear curriculum map that specifies
the courses to take each semester, along with milestone
courses that need to be completed by a certain time in order
to progress in the program and graduate on time. 

This fall, first-time, full-time students in many of our most
popular majors will have the advantage of enrolling in a block
schedule which will allow them to attend classes with a cohort
of their peers and provide them with enhanced classroom 
and co-curricular opportunities.

New Degree Program for Fall 2014 – 
Computer Science Transfer, Secure Software
Development (SSD)
The FBI is predicting that cybersecurity will eventually
become the No. 1 threat against the United States. In addition,
employment of software developers is projected to grow 22
percent from 2012 to 2022, much faster than the average for all
occupations. The main reason for the rapid growth is a large
increase in the demand for computer software. MCC’s new
Computer Science Transfer, Secure Software Development
(SSD) track was designed in response to both of these needs.
Those working in software development are the creative
minds behind computer programs. If a program does not work
as expected, or if people find it too difficult to use, software
developers go back to the design process to fix the problems
or improve the program.

MCC’s Computer Science Transfer, Secure Software
Development (SSD) track, Associate in Science degree
program provides the technical and general-education
courses necessary for transfer to bachelor's degree programs
in computer science. Programming knowledge and training in
problem solving and analysis are stressed, and a considerable
amount of hands-on computer experience is incorporated into
the curriculum. MCC academic advisors work closely with
students to assist them with course planning in accordance
with their intended baccalaureate major and transfer
institution.
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Graduates of the Secure Software Development (SSD) track
will be prepared to transfer to a four-year program required for
careers in this field. Upon completion of a baccalaureate
degree, students in SSD qualify for positions such as incident
response analyst, cyber intelligence analyst, software
engineer, programmer, systems analyst, computer engineer,
and quality assurance engineer.  This program conforms to the
framework for cybersecurity education developed jointly by
the National Security Agency (NSA) and the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS).

Dual Enrollment Summer Registration is Open
The Middlesex Dual Enrollment Academy, which has become
increasingly popular at MCC, allows qualified high school
students the opportunity to earn college credit while
satisfying their high school graduation requirements.
Students may select MCC courses that are offered online or
on-campus in Bedford or Lowell, during the day, evening or
weekend. Our Summer Course Advising Schedule has just
been posted and registration is now open. Please note that
Dual Enrollment students must be enrolled in time to attend
the first day of class and that MCC Summer Sessions offer
multiple start dates.

Dual Enrollment courses are well suited for high school
students who:
• Want to take the general education courses that are required

by most colleges and universities.
• Are seeking to distinguish themselves in the competitive

college application process by demonstrating success in
college courses and/or by demonstrating interest in their
identified field of study.

• Want to save money on college tuition costs. (Middlesex
offers Massachusetts Dual Enrollment students a reduced
tuition rate.) 

Students will begin registering next month for MCC’s fall
semester, which begins Wednesday, Sept. 3. Please encourage
any student this spring who is interested in enrolling for fall
semester to begin the application process as soon as possible.
Please visit https://www.middlesex.mass.edu/dualenroll to
learn more and to access the Dual Enrollment application, or
call 978-656-3458 to speak with a Dual Enrollment advisor.

A Smooth Transition from Middlesex to a
Bachelor’s Degree Program
MassTransfer is an opportunity for Massachusetts
community college students to complete an associate degree
and transfer into a linked bachelor’s degree program at a
Massachusetts state university or University of Massachusetts
campus. Students interested in the transfer program complete
a MassTransfer application form in their final semester and
receive transfer benefits based on their final GPA. 

The MassTransfer website provides students interested in
planning their transfer pathway with the opportunity to view
listings of programs at their community college that are linked
with Massachusetts state university or UMass campuses.
Students who graduate from MCC with a minimal GPA of 2.0
will not need to pay an application fee, will not need to submit
an essay, will have general education requirements satisfied,
and will be guaranteed transfer of college-level credits.
Students graduating with a minimal GPA of 2.5 will be
guaranteed admission while students graduating with a GPA
of 3.0 will receive a 33 percent in-state tuition waiver. For
additional information and program details, visit the
MassTransfer website at 
http://www.mass.edu/masstransfer/students/LinkedPrograms.asp
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Questions? 
Please contact MCC’s
Admissions and Recruitment
Department at 978-656-3207

We look forward to
hearing from you!“

”


